
FC Petition 

filed

The timeline of a Child and Family Welfare case 
including Fostering Connections (Citations on next page)

Day 1

By Day 3

60 days from Service of Petition 

60 days of 

Disposition

At least 5 days before 

Perm.

6 months from IJR

OR

30 days from futility

OR

12 months from entry into foster care 

3 months from 

permanency hearing

Every 6 months after 

Permanency hearing– 

often combined with 

Permanency hearings

w/in

30 days from 

Adjudication

Petition 

filed

Adjudication
With or without Disposition

Permanency 

hearing

Initial Judicial 

Review

Permanency 

reviews

Return Home 
With dismissal

TPR trial 

10 WORKING days from 

filing petition

Pre-Adjud

Before 

Adjudication

Pre- permanency

At any time but no 

more than 6 months 

from permanency 

hearing with return 

home plan 

Judicial 

Reviews

Termination of Parental 

Rights Filed*

At no less than 15 of 22 months

30-60 days after 

service

Custody hearing

Permanency 

review hearing

Every 12 months – 

often combined with 

Judicial Review 

hearings

Removal

Youth 

turns 18

Youth 

transition 

meeting

At age 16.5

Fostering 

Connection 

Voluntary 

Services and 

Support 

Agreement

On or after 

18th birthday

FC 

Hearing

90 days from 

filing FC Petition

15 days from 

Signing 

VSSA

FC

Active

Efforts 

Hearing

Every 6

 months 

Discharge 

hearing 

Last Rev or 

Perm hrg 

before

18th birthday

© 2024

By age 14

*Barring exceptions, 

including guardianship

Disposition

Independent

Living

Assessment



Removal   32A-4-6
Petition filed  32A-4-4(E)
Custody hearing  32A-4-18(A)
Pre-Adjud  32A-4-19(B)
Adjudication  32A-4-19(A)
Disposition  32A-4-22(A)
Initial judicial review 32A-4-25(A)
Pre-permanency  32A-4-25.1(A)(3)
Permanency hearing 32A-4-25.1(A)
Permanency review 32A-4-25.1(C)
 hearing 
Return home  32A-4-25.1(C)
Termination of parental 32A-4-29(G)
 rights (TPR) filed
TPR trial  32A-4-29(D)
Judicial reviews  32A-4-25(B)
Permanency reviews 32A-4-25.1(F)

Independent living NMAC 8.10.9.10 
 assessment
Youth transition meeting 32A-4-25.2
Discharge hearing 32A-4-25.3
Fostering Connection (FC) 32A-26-5
 Voluntary Services 
 and Support 
 Agreement
FC Petition filed  32A-26-7(B)
FC hearing  32A-26-7(G) 
FC Active Efforts hearing 32A-26-8(A)

Citations for Timeline of a Child and Family Welfare case
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